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Saturday May 2, 11:00 a.m.-noon reception: "Kids & Queen
Victoria," twelfth annual art show in the Museum Gallery with
work from Alameda elementary students. The opening reception
features Queen Victoria (played in 2006 by Edison Teacher Connie
Turner, above) and live music by Lillian Cunningham. Free. For
information leave a message at 748.0796.
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* * * * *
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From the Curator’s Desk
by George Gunn
It is with great sadness that I report the passing,
suddenly, of our beloved docent, Betty Sewell. A
longtime volunteer for the Museum and the Meyers
House, her cheerfulness, interest in others, and
spontaneous laughter will be missed by all.
*
*
*
*
*
*
The quote “all good things come to an end,” justly fits
the taking down and boxing of the bridal exhibit at
the Meyers House. Jane Burgelin and crew did an
outstanding job with this beautiful display. We are
planning another exhibit there, however it is still in
the planning stages.
*
*
*
*
*
*
Ross Dileo and Virgil Silver have been preparing the
three-car garage at the Meyers House for an
upcoming exhibit. It is one thing to have the artistic
vision, but another to make it become a reality. When
the garage is completed it will honor the late Richard
Knight, husband of Judith Lynch, and a great
supporter of the Museum.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
by Diane Coler-Dark

What a great museum membership we have. Thank
you all for your nominations and participation in the
election. We now have three new board members
rolling up their sleeves to help the Museum: Dennis
Reno, Bob Risley, and Sharron Tymn. The
membership nominates and elects the board, which
then elects the officers. Your officers are: Diane
Coler-Dark (president), Chuck Millar (vice
president), Robbie Dileo (secretary), and Bob Risley (treasurer). A fundraising committee was also formed. Dennis Reno took the lead with his
high-tech background, and helpers, Ginger Schuler, Michael Studebaker,
and Sharron Tymn ready to hit the ground running.
Our museum is now doing what all other successful nonprofits do,
soliciting bequests for future funding. Please read the insert in this
Quarterly, and consider becoming a member of the Alameda Museum
Legacy Society. We do not want to only thank you for your bequests
after you are gone, but to recognize you now with your name printed on
the Legacy Society Plaque in the Alameda Museum. Personally, years
ago, I named an Alameda organization as beneficiary on my IRA and the
Museum for a percentage of my estate, because I love my town, and want
to ensure the continuation of valuable community assets for future
generations.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 21st for the Annual
Membership Luncheon, installation of the Board and Silent Auction. If
you want to reserve a table, call me at 523 – 5907. Ask some friends; it's
a fun time that includes salad, entrée, dessert, and beverage, in a sit-down
venue. Check page --? -- for your mail-in information.
Many companies have programs of matching funds for donations made
by their employees or retirees. Find out if your company has such a
procedure and help out the Museum. Just think... you could quadruple
your donation by sending in the double the bang for your buck form,
and applying for the matching company's plan... sweet!
New stuff to look forward to: George Gunn and Ron Ucovich are
working to put together a new Phyllis Diller exhibit. Phyllis lived in
Alameda for several years when her husband, Fang, worked at the Naval
Air Station. Once Ron's neighbor, she is now an organ donor to the
Alameda Museum.
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Gift Shop
News
If you haven’t visited our
museum gift shop lately,
don’t fail to stop by to check
out some of our newly
received merchandise, such
as...
ü a nice collection of vintage figurines priced 40% 60% off standard catalogue prices.
ü a great assortment of large format pre-1920 sheet
music, with wonderful illustrations, suitable for framing.
ü our old and rare book department, featuring many first
editions, at reasonable prices.
ü a wide selection of costume jewelry priced
inexpensively to move.

FOR SALE
Four 4-panel
Victorian doors,
$35-$45 each.
Call 523-5907
Or, stop by the Museum on Saturday.
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From the Secretary’s Desk
by Robbie Dileo

The winter issue focus is on the beginning of the lecture series in
February and the start of a new board full of ideas to implement. You
will find details on the lectures on pages 12 and 13, so mark your
calendars. The art gallery schedule will be published next issue, and of
course, we’ll keep you informed about upcoming projects. Don’t forget
to come to the Membership Meeting in March and the Silent Auction.
Docents come as our guests. It’s always fun.
While I’m delighted to be your Secretary for another year, it is with great
sadness that I tell you of two amazing members that have passed since
our last issue.

REMEMBERED FONDLY

In January, long-time Museum and Meyers
House docent, Betty Sewell, died suddenly.
Active in real estate and successful in getting us
an estate sale a couple years back, we will all
miss her wide smile, hearty laugh, fashion flair,
and generous heart. Jane Burgelin, Meyers
House Docent Chair shared that Betty ALWAYS
seemed to have a positive attitude about
everything and would find something good to
say about the worst situations. Some people see
the "glass half empty" Betty always "saw the
glass half full"! Dependable, we loved her crazy
big red feather hat, big rings, green toenail
polish and huge bracelets.
We must also bid farewell to Richard
Knight. Many of you will remember him
as helper with the lecture series, bartender
at the annual luncheons, and husband of
Judith Lynch, our Board member and
organizer of the Lecture Series and Kids
& Queen Victoria exhibits. A gifted artist
and sculptor, he was one of the most
fascinating men that I have known,
coupled with an uncompromising joy of
life. Richard’s recent book on architect
Eero Saarinen is the focus of the February
26th lecture. Don’t miss it.
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The early settlers of our country had to store large quantities
of food during the summer months to carry them through
the winter. Canning, smoking, drying, and pickling foods
was a common summertime activity.
Popular in everyone’s basement was the pickling crock.
You could find stoneware crocks full of cucumbers, olives, green beans,
cabbage, onions, mushrooms, tomatoes, and cauliflower. First, brine was
made of water, vinegar, salt, and whatever peppers and spices suited their
taste. Pickling crocks were not glazed on the inside, because glazed crocks
caused the miseries. Actually, we know today that what it caused was lead
poisoning, because the vinegar would dissolve the lead contained in the
glaze.
Besides pickling, crocks could be used for food storage. Dry foods like
beans, rice, salt, flour, and sugar were stored in crocks. In others you would
find butter, cheese, sausages, bacon, and oysters. Earthenware jugs were
popular for hard liquor until the 1920s, when prohibition put an end to jug
making.
Eggs were stored in a crock full of a gooey liquid called
waterglass, which kept air from passing through the porous
shells, and thus preserved them during the winter months when
the hens were not laying. Waterglass is the best medium for
storage, since it does not taint the flavor of the eggs.
Small crocks were called piggs, (an Old English word referring to the type of
clay used to make earthenware). There was always a salt pigg within easy
reach of the stove. There was usually a larger pigg on the shelf for cookies.
Frequently, housewives would keep small amounts of money on hand for
incidental expenses. Often women would stash away coins for many years to
save up for something special.
Once, a woman went to the village potter to order a
custom-made pigg that could not be opened. You
would have to break the pigg to get the money out. As a
whimsical play on words, the potter made the bank in
the shape of a pig, and to this day, these small banks are
still called piggy banks.
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